4.5. Assessment

Each module of the programme is individually assessed. Assessment may comprise formative,
continuous assessment (CA) or summative, written examinations (Exam) or a combination of both.
These assessments may also include project work, portfolios or other forms of assessment
appropriate to the learning outcomes of the module.

Written examinations for modules are normally held in the examination period immediately
following the semester in which the module is studied, in December-January or in May. The
examination periods in TU Dublin are given by the Academic Calendar. For in-person examinations,
the examination timetable is published by the examination offices of the University.

Assessments may also be in an online or remote format where deemed appropriate by the
Programme Team. These are conducted under strict procedures to ensure fairness and the accurate
assessment of learning. Details in relation to remote assessments (if any) will be provided by the
Year Tutor and individual module lecturer.

In order to pass a module a candidate must attain the pass mark when their assessment component
marks are combined to calculate a final mark as per the module description. In addition, some
modules may possess thresholds in some components. These thresholds must be met to allow final
mark to be calculated. Where a module mark can be calculated but falls just short of the pass mark
compensation may be applied at the discretion of the examination board in accordance with General
Assessment Regulations and the programme document.

For multi-stage programmes progression from one stage to a subsequent stage is contingent upon
passing all modules. Awards are made to students who successfully complete a full suite of credits.
Students who do not pass a module must be reassessed in that module until they have
demonstrated the attainment of the learning outcomes.

Students who require reassessment in one or mode components of a module or have deferred an
examination must undertake a module assessment at the next available sitting. In these
circumstances, written examinations for modules may also take place during the examination
session at the end of August. A student who is not successful in a module that is assessed totally by
CA cannot normally re-sit the CA at supplemental examinations. However, the student may, at the
discretion of the examination board, be allowed to undertake unsupervised CA for consideration at
the supplemental examination board.

Students must register for all examinations they will be undertaking. This includes sessional and
supplemental examinations. An examination fee may be payable. Late registration for exams may
incur an additional late fee. Information about examinations and registration is available from the
Student Service Centres and the Examinations office. Correspondence and information about
examinations is distributed via email and therefore students should ensure that they check their TU
Dublin email regularly. Dates and times of assessments can change and examination timetables
should also be monitored for these changes. It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that he/she is
registered for all required examinations in each appropriate session and to ensure that they are
aware of the times and dates and attend all their assessments.

All students must adhere to the regulations of the University in respect of examinations as described
in the General Assessment Regulation or otherwise communicated by invigilators or by the
University. Any student found to be in contravention of regulations will be subject to the actions
and penalties described in the General Assessment Regulations.


https://www.tudublin.ie/explore/university-calendar/

Please note it is against the regulations of the University for a candidate to be in possession of a
mobile telephone during examinations.

4.5.1. Programme-specific assessment details

Details of the assessment components for each module are given in the Programme Structure
section. Lecturers will inform students of the dates of any continuous assessments or submission
deadlines.

The pass mark for all modules is 40% and all thresholds must be met.

Thus, the final mark calculated from all assessment components of a particular module must equal
or exceed 50% for the ECTS credits associated with that module to be awarded. Students with marks
in the range 35%-39% may be eligible for compensation in accordance with the General Assessment
Regulations. Compensation is at the discretion of the Progression and Award Board (held in May and
September) and may be applied to modules with a maximum total of 10 ECTS credits (all other
modules must be passed) and where no module is being taken as a third (or subsequent) attempt. In
order to compensate a student must have accumulated double the deficiency in the module(s) being
considered for compensation in exceeding the pass mark in their remaining modules (taking credit
weighting of modules into account).

The module Probability and Statistical Inference (MATH 4001) has a 30% threshold on both the Case
Study and on the Short Answer Tests.

The module Quantitative Decision Making (MATH 40XX) has a 30% threshold on the Practical
Assignment.

There will be no compensation between other modules and the module Business Case Study Project
(MATH 4000). In addition, there is no compensation between individual CA components of this
module and the pass mark must be achieved in each component.

4.5.2. Plagiarism and cheating

Plagiarism is cheating. The General Assessment regulations states that Plagiarism, and other forms
of cheating, are breaches of academic values, academic conventions and codes of practice. The
School of Mathematics & Statistics does not tolerate cheating in any form and will investigate any
suspicions of cheating. Any form of cheating will be investigated by the School rigorously under the
procedures described in the General Assessment Regulations. Students are advised to familiarise
themselves with the appropriate sections of these regulations that describe actions deemed as
cheating. In particular, the following are forms of cheating:

e plagiarism —taking or using another person's thoughts, writings or inventions as your own.
To avoid plagiarism you must make sure that quotations from whatever source must be
clearly identified and attributed at the point where they occur in the text of your work by
using one of the standard conventions for referencing. Plagiarism can be either an
intentional act whereby work is deliberately utilised and claimed as one’s own, or it can
occur unintentionally either through bad academic practice by the student or failure to
inform yourself about the University’s regulations. Plagiarism is not confined to written
assignments, projects or theses. It incorporates all academic work, including practical
workshops, demonstrations, three-dimensional work and artistic practice;

e submitting other people's work as your own - either with or without their knowledge. This
includes copying in examinations; using notes or unauthorised materials in examinations;



e impersonation - taking an assessment on behalf of or pretending to be another student or
allowing another person to take an assessment on your behalf or pretend to be you.

A student found guilty of plagiarism, that is the intentional or unintentional use of another’s ideas,
words, visual or audio material without fully and accurately referencing and crediting the source, will
automatically fail a module and may incur a more severe penalty.

Cheating in any assessment (taking any action designed to gain an unfair advantage) will also be
severely punished through the disciplinary procedures of the University. Thus, bringing
unauthorised materials into an assessment is cheating. In particular, only calculators approved by
the University may be used in examinations (where the use of a calculator is explicitly permitted
on the front cover) and it is against the regulations of the University for a candidate to be in
procession of a mobile telephone or device capable of receiving data during examinations.

4.5.3. Examination results
The results of examinations and final module marks are released centrally by the examinations
offices of the University. Marks are not available from academic staff.

4.5.4. Reassessment

Students who do not reach the pass mark and do not receive a compensated pass in a module will
require reassessment in that module. All credits must be passed to receive an award. The
examination board may require that candidates are reassessed in either the written examination,
continuous assessment or both components of a module. If a candidate is required only to be
reassessed in one element of a module (examination or continuous assessment), as a second or
subsequent attempt, then, at the discretion of the examination board, the final mark for that
module may be based entirely upon this component where this is beneficial to the candidate.

Students who are reassessed in any element of a module, for which it is deemed to be their
second or later attempt, will have their overall mark in that module capped at the pass mark.

4.5.5. Circumstances affecting examinations

Where students experience circumstances that detrimentally affect their preparation for an
assessment or performance in an assessment they should complete a Personal Circumstance form
(Forms can be found here.) For all students in the School of Mathematics & Statistics, the procedure
for submission of this form are separate guidance provided for students studying programmes in the
School of Mathematics & Statistics.

All Personal Circumstances should be accompanied by documentary evidence and that the
procedure for circumstances that affect semester-time Continuous Assessments may differ from
that for Written Examinations administered by the Examinations Office. In particular, Personal
Circumstances affecting a continuous assessment should normally be submitted directly to the
School Administrator.

The deadline for submission of Personal Circumstances forms is stipulated by the University and
forms received after this deadline may not be considered.

If unavoidable circumstances arise in advance of an examination session which means that a student
is unable to sit his/her examinations, they may request a deferral of examinations. This request,
supported by documentary evidence, should be submitted to the School Office and will considered
by the Head of School. The request for deferral of examinations should normally be submitted at
least 4 weeks prior to the start of the relevant examination session. In this eventuality, students
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should consult with the Head of Discipline with responsibility for programme oversight before
submitting a request. If their request is endorsed, students will be required to sit the examination at
the next available sitting. Deferral of an examination, and any subsequent requirement for
reassessment, may significantly delay the date of their final award.

Students will receive feedback on their performance in any assessment. In addition, students will be
given an opportunity to view their examination scripts during periods designated by the School.
Students may only request to view scripts during these designated periods. Where students wish
their examination material to be rechecked or remarked they must submit a request via the
appropriate form within the deadlines set by the School and University. The Year Tutor can advise
students on the procedures associated with rechecks and remarks.

4.5.6. Award

The CPD Diploma in Data Analysis for Professionals is awarded to candidates who successfully
complete all modules given in the Programme Structure section. The award is made without
classification and student transcripts provide marks for individual modules. Students receive their
final certificate directly from the School of Mathematics & Statistics.



